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St. Thomas Episcopal Church  Diocese of East Carolina 
The Rev. Jeff Douglas                              The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving 

 

The Mission  

The mission of the troops with Pontius Pilate, imperial governor of Judea was to 

reinforce the Roman garrison in the fortress Antonia which overlooked the Jewish 

Temple in Jerusalem.  It was the time of year that Pilate had come to dread. The time 

when he was forced to leave the breezy comforts of his seaside home in Caesarea 

Maritima on the coast of Judea for the hot and hostile capital of Jerusalem.  It was the 

coming of the Passover. A time when the city’s population would swell perhaps 10 fold 

and there were no streets that were not jammed with pilgrims making their way to the 

temple. But pilgrims were not the only people that filled Jerusalem to capacity and more.  Among the throngs 

were usual thieves and con men but more concerning were the would-be messiahs, the troublemakers, the 

rabble rousers and the Zealot assassins who took out their impotent anger any Roman soldier, official or Jewish 

collaborator who presented themselves as a target of opportunity. This worried Pilate.  It made him even more 

determined to keep the peace by quashing anyone that dared disturb the Pax Romana his troops enforced and 

by crushing any would be saviors without mercy.  

His entrance was a tour de force of Roman might and glory: cavalry on horseback in gleaming armor, infantry 

marching in step to the drum beat, the sun glinting off the golden eagle standards of imperial Rome. The eyes 

of the onlookers, some awed and some resentful confirmed to Pilate that the spectacle of this parade might not 

be enough to keep the crowd at bay. But he was ready. He had crucified hundreds and would do so again, if 

need be. 

On the other side of town, there was another procession, planned in advance to counter the parade of Rome’s 

military prowess. Jesus of Nazareth, told two of his disciples to into the city and bring him a colt to ride on in 

this little piece of guerrilla theater he concocted. Using imagery from the prophet Zechariah Jesus proclaims a 

different kingship over Israel. “Tell the daughter of Zion, look your king is coming to you humble, and 

mounted on a donkey…” “He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from Jerusalem; and the 

battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations.” (Zech. 9:9-10) The king of peace 

comes into the other side of the city, an antidote to the power, glory and violence of the Roman world.  

Holy Week is the story of the epic struggle between these two competing visions for the world.  The question 

for us, 2000 years later, is: which side of the city do you rush to? Are you enamored of the power and the glory 

of military might? Are you awed or cowed by the violence it threatens to leash? Or are you drawn to the 

alternative vision for this world, where peace does not come at the edge of a Roman sword or tip of the spear 

or barrel of a gun, but as a result of the equanimity of a society that is just and has foresworn violence as a 

solution to human differences? Either path will lead to death for we are mortal, but only one promises a 

resurrection. It is your choice. 

Peace. 

Jeff+ 

March 2018 
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Some words about the ministry of the St Thomas Prayer List… 

It comes from a person who recently learned that she was on our prayer list. 

At first she was embarrassed to have heard her name prayed aloud. Then she realized that she was grateful. 

And when she was told we would be continuing to pray for her, she was humbled and overwhelmed that she 

would be bathed in the good energy and intentions of so many, most who barely know her. 

Perhaps this is how she will come to find herself in the presence of God. 

             
 

   Remember the 21st by advocating for the hungry 

In response to the directive from the Rt. Rev. Michael 

Curry, Presiding Bishop, who has asked Episcopalians to 

remember the 21st of each month and keep it as a day of 

Prayer, Fasting, and Advocacy, we are going to keep those 

dates during Lent by offering additional prayers during our 

EP Worship.  Our action will be to bring items for the ECW 

Food Baskets to all the Soup Suppers, beginning February 

21 and ending March 21. 

On February 21, we brought cans of green beans, and on 

March 21, we shall bring bags of fresh fruit.  On each of the 

Soup Suppers in between, we shall bring designated cans, 

to be announced on the Sunday prior. 

Please mark the 21st of each month on your calendar, and 

plan to honor the PB’s request to focus on Prayer, Fasting, 

and Advocacy.   
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/canterbury-cathedral-choir-concert-tickets-38099517683
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2018 SOUP SUPPER ASSIGNMENTS 

Soup Suppers are almost here! – A fun time of wonderful fellowship. 

Please come and enjoy each chef’s culinary delights. 

The donation is $2.50 per person per week OR $10.00 for a season ticket. 

Children 7 and under are free. 

Please bring bread or crackers with your soup.   

On your week, arrive at the Parish Hall between 5:00-5:30 p.m. for setup. 

Plan to stay an hour after to help with cleanup.   

If you need to change your date with someone, please do so and notify your team captain.  

Let me know of any changes in this schedule as well.  – Glenna 

 

THANKS IN ADVANCE TO ALL WHO PARTICIPATE 
I appreciate your help. 

 

 

 March 7 

 
Glenna Sullins 
Carolyn Peele 
Ann Hughes 
Cheryl Steczak 
Sue Liverman 

March 14 

 
Becky Hoggard 
Bea Vaughan 
Linda Blackburn 
Amy Brown 
Becky Johnson 
Brenda Hewitt 

March 21 

 
Gail Carter 
Sarah Davis 
Beth Douglas 
Janine Wren 
Martie Tayloe 
Lois Sawyer 

 

First name listed is the team captain. 

 

Join us for Evening Prayer at 6:00 p.m., followed by Soup at 6:30 p.m. 

 



 

March 2018 Newsletter 6 

 

 

http://www.ecdio.org/digital_faith/events/3172765
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

  3 Will Carter 
  6 Amy Brown 
  9 Will Blanchard 
10    Anna Schmelzer 
11    Jim Shotwell 
18    Olivia Douglas 
18 Mike Steczak 
21 Robby Outland 
22    Yvonne Smith 
28    Grainger Pierce 
29 Janine Wren 
30 Cecelia Jones 
31 Becky Johnson 
 
“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants, Will ,Anna,  Amy, Will, Jim,  Olivia, Mike, Robby, 

Yvonne, Grainger, Janine, Cecelia, Becky, as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and 

strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

16 John and Sarah Davis 
31 Kevin and Carolyn Wiggins 

“O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church:  

Send therefore your blessing upon John and Sarah, Kevin and Carolyn,, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in 

faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.” 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church – Schedules for March 2018 

Acolytes 

4 
 

Gretchen Simons and Mac Griffin 

11 
 

Mary Outland and Christiana Vaughan 

18 
 

Charles Sawyer 

25 
 

Jerrie Taylor and Cecelia Jones 

         
Altar Flowers  

Altar Guild 

Gretchen Simons and Julie Shields                         

Food Pantry (Note-Wednesdays) 

7 

 

Dicky Hoggard 

14 
 

Jim Shotwell 

21 
 Peggy Vann 

28 

 

Bubba Peele 

    
Lay Readers 

4 10:30 AM 
 

Holy Eucharist Colin Jones 

7 6:00 PM 
 

Evening Prayer Colin Jones 

11 8:00 AM 
 

Morning Prayer OPEN 

 
10:30 AM 

 
Holy Eucharist John Davis 

14 6:00 PM 
 

Evening Prayer John Davis 

18 10:30 AM 
 

Holy Eucharist Sarah Davis 

21 6:00 PM 
 

Evening Prayer Sarah Davis 

25 10:30 AM 
 

Holy Eucharist Hugh Davis 

28 6:00 PM 

 
NO EVENING PRAYER 

     Ushers 

Johnny Griffin and Jack Vaughan 

Yard Work 

 

 

 

4 
 

Dr. and Mrs. Julian Taylor 

11 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Jamie Johnson 

18 
 

Dr. and Mrs. John Davis 

25 
 

Buddy Jones 

         

Hospitality Committee 

Maundy Thursday 
 

Jeff and Beth Douglas 

Bea Vaughan, Linda Blackburn, 

Overton Suiter & 

Jonathan Johnston 

4 
 

Jim Shotwell and Fred Liverman 

11 
 

Jim Shotwell and Fred Liverman 

18 
 

Ernie Carter and Benjie Brown 

25 
 

Ernie Carter and Benjie Brown 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 263 
Ahoskie, NC 27910 

     

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


